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� With this volume, the set of Di
etrich Bonhoeffer Works in English 
is now complete. The first part (over 
320 pages) consists of letters and 

documents having to do with the establishment and mainte
nance of the Preachers' Seminary, first in Zingst, and then in 
Finkenwalde. Part II contains lectures from the classroom and 
other churchly and academic settings. Included here are also 
practical exercises Bonhoeffer devised for his students. Part III 

contains sermons, devotional meditations, and Bible studies 
from 1935 to 1937. 

Bonhoeffer's literary deposit from these tumultuous years 
provides a window into the tensions and rigors of Bonhoeffer's 
leadership in providing theological leadership for the Confess
ing Church. For that reason alone, the volume is worth spend
ing time reading. However, the chief benefit of this volume for 
contemporary pastors is the insight that it provides into Bon
hoeffer's practical theology. Here we see him as the teacher of 
pastors in the traditional disciplines of homiletics, catechetics, 
ethics, liturgics, and pastoral care. Much of what was excerpted 
and published in English in the slim paperback Spiritual Care 
can be found in their original and more fulsome form within 
these pages. The foundational lectures on these topics demon
strate both Bonhoeffer's theoretical understanding as well as 
practical directives to men who would be pastors. 

Catechesis for Bonhoeffer is not "idealist education," in the 
sense of modern theories of learning, but a proclamation that 
entails discipleship. ''All church education falls under the rubric 
of proclamation" (italics in the original, 538). Bonhoeffer up
holds the use of memorization, as students are to be confronted 
with the Holy Scriptures as the word of God: "[T]he children 
should realize that they are not listening to fairy tales" (541). 
Drawing on his earlier visits to the United States, he observes, 
"In America, they are trying to replace what they have lost in 
the way of doctrinal substance with methodology" (544). Also 
provided in this volume are Bonhoeffer's outlines for catecheti
cal instruction. 

Pastoral care, like catechesis, is proclamation. This makes it 
distinct from spiritual direction or counseling. Both law and 
gospel function in the curacy of souls, as the aim of the pastor 
is not to solve a psychological or social problem but to preach 
repentance and faith in Christ Jesus. Confession and absolution 
are central to pastoral care. Bonhoeffer is especially forceful in 
his insistence on the confessional seal: 

The seal of confession in the form of ultimate discretion 
and secrecy is a divine commandment, and its breach must 
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mean the loss of office because it involves the salvation of 
the soul, because the person making that personal confes
sion has put trust in another human being in God's stead. 
This is why no power in the world can penetrate the confes
sional secret. We must be discrete and as secret as God is. 
.. . The pastor's word and the word of the person offering 
confession are not revealed until judgment day. (571) 

Lectures on Paul's letters to Timothy demonstrate how 
Bonhoeffer understood the stewardship of the pastoral office, 
noting how the office is to be discharged in view of the eschato
logical horizon of Christ's judgment. He writes, "An office can 
become a curse or a blessing for the bearer of that office" ( 953 ). 

While the whole corpus of Bonhoeffer's literary legacy is 
worthwhile for critical reading and study, volume 14 stands out 
as perhaps the most useful for working pastors who live now 
over seventy-five years removed from the time these materials 
were first developed. They testify to the fact that Bonhoeffer 
stood within the tradition of classical Lutheran pastoral theol
ogy and operated with instincts that will serve pastors well in 
our own day. 
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